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If you are someone connected to many alumni on social media sites, 

chances are that in the past months you have come across someone 

retweeting or sharing a Facebook post by Jérôme Dufourg 

(FMA’11). Until about a month ago, he was living a drama in 

Nairobi, Kenya, where he was based working as CEO for local 

football club FC Talanta. Jerome was prolific in making a series of 

accusations of corruption, life threats and even aggression in the 

local press and through social media. He fought the system (sport 

and legal) and ended up being deported on November 9th. Now, 

resting with his family at the French Department of Réunion, an 

island in the southeast of Africa, he talked to the FMAQ to tell us his 

version of the facts that lead him to be considered enemy number 

one of the Kenyan Football Federation (FKF). 

 

FMA Quarterly Tell us how you found out about the position at FC 

Talanta, and the first impressions you had when you started the job. 

Jerome Dufourg In the end of 2012 I was working at the Dubai 

Sports Council, when I saw the club was looking for a CEO on the 

internet. I thought that could be an interesting challenge and 

despite the very low salary, I was determined to take it. Interviews 

went well: I was offered the job and landed in Kenya on February 

1st, 2013. Right from the start, things were not what I was told 

during the interviews. FC Talanta had only been created in July 

2012 and had plans to partner with a Premier League club and, 

once that failed, with a Division One (second-tier) club. That also 

failed, so when I got there, a few weeks before the start of the 

league, the club wasn’t even registered in the competition. 

 

FMAQ Tell us more about the creation of FC Talanta and how it 

eventually entered Division One. 

JD Few years ago, the Government of Kenya created, supported by 

Unicef, the National Youth Talent Academy (NYTA). That was an 

initiative to create opportunities to young talents in the fields of 

arts and sports. That tackled an important problem, but authorities 

thought that wasn’t enough, since the young people graduated from 

those academies continued to struggle to find an occupation 

afterwards. With that in mind, the Government and other 

stakeholders decided to create their own football team, fully 

sponsored by the Communications Commission of Kenya (CCK), a 

state company, so those young players coming from the academy 

would have a job as professional footballers. With the club created, 

we started to negotiate a partnership with other clubs so we didn’t 

have to start from the country’s lowest division. Negotiations lead 

nowhere, but then the FKF decided to expand Division One from 40 

to 48 clubs and that created an opportunity for us. I was able to 

show FKF that we had the right management, the academy, the 

vision, the finances, etc. and persuade them to include us in the 

Division One.  

 

FMAQ What were your most important achievements? 

JD I can quote several achievements but the biggest one was the 

partnership with Jako, the German sportswear company. It was the 

first time that a Kenyan club signed a partnership with a kit 

manufacturer. Even Premier League clubs normally just go to sports 

stores and buy their uniforms and kits there. The deal was worth 

€20,000 of “value in kind” per year. That represented about 13% of 

our budget. Apart from that, we had a good season on-the-pitch, 

finishing second in the league, with the best attack. 

 

FMAQ So, how did the problems start? 

JD Well, everyone in Kenya knows that the president of the FKF, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview 

Samson Nyamweya, is corrupt. He suspended all who somehow 

opposed him in the organisation: the Vice-Chairman, the former 

CEO, the Finance Manager and several others. These people gave 

me confidential documents, including bank statements of FKF, 

which, in short, proved that Nyamweya had used the federation to 

money-laundry more than one million euros. That was a bomb! 

But that wasn’t all. There was corruption in other areas too. For 

example, I could prove that a large number of  players participating 

in a U19 tournament were “over-aged”. I have been attacked by 

close friends of the President through the media for “talking too 

much”. A few weeks later, the president himself threatened my life – 

I have witnesses that can testify that. Meanwhile, money was taking 

too long to arrive at the club and I had to put my own money every 

week. I gave my full salary for the first six months and was living in 

nearly poverty. I ate in slums for five weeks, lost 9 kg and had 

malaria… and things got worse. The club was also threatened to be 

removed from the league by FKF, I lost support internally and I was 

suspended for two weeks. 

  

FMAQ You also had problems with the Law… 

JD The problem was that the club failed to give me a work permit, 

despite their promises since the interview process. During the 

whole time I had only tourist visas, which I kept renewing. So, two 

weeks after FKF suspended me from all football activities, the police 

knocked at my door. Two armed policemen were accompanied by 

the club’s operations coordinator, Zack Ogola, who handed me my 

dismissal letter. The officers then said I committed a criminal 

offense - by sending an SMS to Ogola “threatening” him by saying 

that I was “going to make sure he was unemployed in 2014” – and 

said I was under arrest and that I should follow them. I refused so 

they strangled me and beat me until I eventually gave in. I spent an 

afternoon at the police station and was released, but a few days 

later the Immigration came after me, arrested me and put me in a 

jail cell with a dangerous pimp and a drug dealer. Can you imagine 

that? How scared would you be to be put in jail for no good reason, 

with dangerous men, in a foreign corrupt country? I was eventually 

deported and given five days to leave the country.  

 

FMAQ Now that you are no longer in Kenya what is your life like? 

What are the next steps you plan to take? 

JD Now life is better. I hadn’t seen my parents for 28 months, and 

haven’t been in Réunion since 2006, so it is good. I am recovering 

the kilos I lost and moral is good. I’m currently working on a dossier 

to sue FC Talanta. Meanwhile’ I’m also starting to look for another 

job, preferably in football, which is my passion. Moreover I plan to 

follow what several institutions make of the grave accusations I 

made. I sent a 63-page document to FIFA (Ethics Committee, 

General Secretary and to the President’s office) and to CAF’s 

General Secretary, who’s also a FIFA Master alumnus. I hope they 

take it seriously, for the good of Kenyan and African football.  

 

 
Jérôme Dufourg (FMA’11): “I hope FIFA and CAF take my 

accusations seriously for the good of Kenyan football”. 
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